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foolscap pages, dated the 26th, accepting the order, and
stating he should proceed to Mare Island by next steamer.
I immediately wrote him that he was at liberty to go or
remain, and that I made it optional with him to present
a future claim for favor for indulgence granted.

The intrigues of this man to get his orders counter-
manded have been as wonderful as disgusting. His wife
was made to harass her old father and threaten him with
an interruption of domestic arrangement and family repose
if he was not permitted to remain. Appliances and meas-
ures through others were used. My wife was compelled to
listen to lamentations on account of the cruel orders of the
Department. I called on the President the latter part of
last week, and there were sixty or eighty children from the
orphan asylum with the matron and others, and I was im-
plored, for the children's sake, to revoke the orders, that
Mrs. Lee could remain, for she was one of the managing
directors of the school, etc., etc.

The President invited me to come and see him on Satur-
day, He was not reconciled to the arrangement in regard
to Fox. We went over the whole subject, and I told him
Fox had rendered great service, such as I thought would
justify his visiting Europe for six months in behalf of the
Department. Among other things the President has re-
ceived from some quarter an impression that Fox is a Rad-
ical and strong in that interest. This, I think, is one of the
intrigues of Lee, through the elder Blair.

May 29, Tuesday. At the Cabinet-meeting word was
received of the death of Lieutenant-General Scott at West
Point at the advanced age of eighty. He was great in stat-
ure, and had great qualities with some singular weaknesses
or defects. Vanity was his great infirmity, and that was
much exaggerated by political or party opponents. He had
lofty political aspirations in former years, but they had ex-
pired before him. Courteous, deferential, and respectful to
his official superiors always, he expected and required the